






to an ornate fountain splashing inside a square of 
trimmed buxus hedge. On hot days a bracing dip in the 
swimming pool might get you up from a prone position 
and awaken the mind, but the fragrance from the 
gardenias, white roses or waxen magnolias will soon 
lull you back to doziness. A summer house beyond the 
courtyard looks out to a grove of striking Paulownia 
trees. This is the place for long outdoor summer lunches 
or even longer dinners on balmy nights, and the perfect 
spot to gather mates for glasses of chilled white wine 
and delicious nibbles while attempting to identify the 
many different bird calls. 

“We have whip birds here, a family of kookaburras, 
ducks, cockatoos, cormorants ... so many birds we 
can’t count them,’’ the owner said, relating the brief 
history of the property. The original owners planted 
the fast growing Paulownia trees with a view to 
harvesting and then selling the wood. It was a 
vision that did not come to fruition, and now the 
trees stand in serene uniformed rows presenting a 
picture that is almost art-like.

“The Paulownia tree is a Chinese tree,’’ the owner 
said. “They’re very fast growing. In China a father 
will plant one at the birth of his daughter and when 

she grows up he will make a little carved chest  
from the wood. But here the trees just make their 
own statement.’’

Inside the large L-shaped sandstone house the mode 
is contemporary American/French, and although 
the style sounds a tad out of place in the Cooroy 
countryside – it works beautifully.

Interior decorator Di Challinor of Challinor Design 
and Colour was commissioned when the owners 
purchased the five year old property. Her brief was 
to strip the place of its previous sense and create 
an entirely new concept. 

Neutral wall tones in the three large living rooms 
make a perfect backdrop for the eclectic mix of 
international styles. Parquetry flooring running 
throughout the house adds a cohesive touch to 
every room and is reminiscent of Europe. In the 
vast main sitting room an enormous French-
inspired brown leather modular sofa is dotted with 
blue and white striped pillows of silk, cotton and 
Italian linen to add warmth, texture and intimacy 
to such a large piece of furniture in a big room. An 
imposing wooden antler chandelier and pineapple 
motif are key themes and as you begin to explore 
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the property, you realise this pineapple motif appears everywhere, 
often discreetly, sometimes almost hidden ... but always there.

“The pineapple motif is an age-old symbol of hospitality,’’ the owner 
said. “If you look for it you will see it is echoed in the interior decor in 
most rooms.’’ And so it is: in lamp bases, wallpaper and objet d’art. 

Because the living rooms have such voluminous space, Di Challinor 
introduced oversized furniture and furnishings to create a sense 
of intimacy: an oversized French day bed with matching Louis XV  
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armchairs is balanced with exaggerated scatter cushions and pots 
of yellow orchids and green plants. The kitchen which looks out to 
the central lawn continues the timber theme in the living areas, with 
beautiful cabinetry and a contemporary stainless steel benchtop. 
Large folding windows link the kitchen to the inner courtyard and 
pool area so the outside becomes an extension of the house.

The eight bedrooms, most ensuited, are all spacious with courtyard 
and country views. “The owners wanted to keep the look stylish and 
elegant so I chose contemporary classics and gave them a modern 
twist with fabrics,’’ Di Challinor said of the furniture. Each bedroom 
is decorated individually, yet all carry a neutral theme. “The rooms 
had to be right for either business people or a bridal couple,’’ Di 
said. “They needed to be sophisticated without being frilly or overly-
decorated. I used Ralph Lauren materials and French toiles, imported 
large-patterned American wallpaper and linens, and I kept the 
pineapple theme throughout the rooms.’’

Bathrooms feature classic white accessories, and one has a chequered 
floor and a freestanding claw-footed bath.

The master suite is dominated by a dramatic padded bedhead which rises 
to the ceiling. With palm tree shaped bedside lamps and pristine white 
bed linen, the room has a distinct tropical-meets-English-countryside 
feel. French Provincial furnishings in another bedroom show good use of 
linens and lime-washed furniture. In another, a carved, French-inspired 
mirror hangs above a simple console. Linens at the window and a Louis 
XV armchair give a sense of calm and a small writing desk sits by French 
doors opening out to the lawn and fountain.

To the east of the house, the largest bedroom has a more masculine 
signature: heavier, deeper coloured timber gives a warmth and 
richness. Black leather tub chairs and a gentleman’s writing desk 
adds to the masculine mood and the view takes in the Paulownia 
grove down to a wooded creek beyond. French doors, window frames 
and Venetian blinds marry perfectly with the parquetry flooring. 
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Constraint and carefully chosen accessories have been used throughout the property 
to ensure country serenity: two beautiful urns standing as guardians at the front 
door can be filled with lilies for a wedding; tall stems, heavy with orchids, sprout 
from simple white containers, a handsome marble bust sits on a timber topped table 
in front of a framed mirror; light fittings are mostly imported from America; crystal 
lamp bases feature the pineapple; Bloomingdale bubble lamps are a collector’s item. 
So many understated artistic touches make this property appealing, a place to show 
off and share with others.
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